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penalties being inflicted I imagine that his followers
were eventually forced back into the unworthy
tolerance that they had always associated with
Popery.

In our own day there is little direct interference
by Church or Chapel, and religious heresy has
become almost uninteresting. Such interference
as society exerts mainly concerns questions of sex.
The social policy of our time presents a confused
medley of motives derived from ecclesiastical taboos,
the old sense of tribal unity, and where sex matters
are concerned, a certain element of jealousy.

1. The ecclesiastical taboo scarcely survives;
although we may remember that Keble strongly
exhorted English Christians to boycott infidels as
such. The attitude of the clergy to divorced persons
recalls the penitential time limits of Saxon England ;
the giiilty parties to a divorce are not supposed to
make themselves too conspicuous for a year or two
after the divorce has occurred. This attitude of
the clergy has been to some extent copied by the
laity. It is after all quite possible for a guilty
couple to live quite happily without seeing ..very
much of the clergy or troubling themselves much
about the attitude of society so long as they are on
good terms with their intimate friends. There is
to-day scarcely any question of religious boycott
outside schools and universities, and even in Scot-
land there is little more than a trivial interference
with personal habits on the Sabbath. I remember
for instance staying at a house in Scotland some
years ago where I was implored by my host not to
bathe in the sea because it would hurt the feelings